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national situation, especially disturbances in the German navy, made immediate action imperative, according to Lenin. "The world workers' revolution has begun . . ." he wrote on October 7. "Doubts are impossible. We stand on the threshold of the world proletarian revolution."
These views, like the April Theses, were at first strongly resisted in high party circles, where it was believed that an insurrection would be untimely and suicidal: even if it were successful the Bolsheviks would be speedily overthrown.9 Lenin, however, refused to wait, and urged the Bolsheviks to arrest the Democratic Conference. "History will not forgive us if we do not take power now/' he wrote to the central committee in the middle of September. He fought bitterly against the view that the insurrection should be postponed until the convocation of the second ail-Russian congress of the Soviets, which wras convened for October 20 but did not meet until the 25.10 "To delay is a crime/' Lenin wrote to the central committee early in October. "To
9	Lenin, in Letter to the Comrades written on Oct. 16 and 17, dealt with the fol
lowing arguments advanced by part}- members against the insurrection: "We have
no majority among the people; without the fulfillment of this condition the in
surrection is hopeless. . . . We are not strong enough to take power and the
bourgeoisie is not strong enough to destroy the Constituent Assembly, . . . The
Soviets must be the gun held at the forehead of the government to force it to con
voke the Constituent Assembly and to give up 'Kornilov adventures/ , . . The
bourgeoisie cannot surrender Petrograd to the Germans . . . because the fighting
is done not by the bourgeoisie but by our heroic sailors. . . . We are getting
stronger every day, we may form a powerful opposition in the Constituent As
sembly: why should we risk everything? ... If the Kornilov supporters start
again, we will show them, but to begin ourselves—why take the chance? . . .
There is nothing in the international situation to force us to intervene immediately;
we shall rather harm the cause of the socialist revolution in the west if we let
ourselves be shot down. . . . Everyone is against us [the Central Executive Com
mittee and all non-Bolshevik left-wing groups], we are isolated. . . . We have no
reliable ties with railway workers and postal employees ... is it possible to win
without the Post Office and the railways? . . . Petrograd has bread for two or
three days: how shall we feed the insurgents? . . . The situation at the front is
not really threatening; if the soldiers themselves conclude an armistice, what of it?
. . . According to all reports the masses are not eager to dash into the streets. . , ,
A Marxist party . . . cannot reduce the question of insurrection to that of military
conspiracy. . . ."
10	The Central Executive Committee was still controlled by socialists of boh-
Bolshevik persuasion, and its leaders opposed the convocation of the congress of the
Soviets on the ground that this would interfere with the elections to the Constitu
ent Assembly. The decision to hold the congress was reached oo Sept. 26, after
Trotsky had threatened that in case of the inaction of the Central Executive
Committee the initiative in summoning the congress would be taken by the Petro-
grad Soviet.

